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 Class of 2020 – We Love and Care for You 

 

There is no question that the spring of 2020 has been anything but typical. The challenges of COVID-19 have 

caused the landscape of the traditional senior year to be altered greatly. Proms, senior trips, graduations, and 

various other ceremonies and celebrations have either been canceled altogether or changed to follow safety 

guidelines. My heart goes out to many during this time, especially the Class of 2020.  I feel badly for the senior 

class, but I am also proud of them as they have pressed forward to their high school graduation. 

 

I want my school community to know that our district did the best we could to provide the Senior Class of 2020 

some normalcy for their upcoming ceremony at the MS Gulf Coast Coliseum in Biloxi.  There was much 

thought, discussion, and consideration put into our decision to have a “traditional” graduation ceremony.  While 

we seriously contemplated the many options available to us, at the core of our decision was our students.  We 

will closely follow all rules, regulations, and procedures associated with holding our ceremony in the coliseum.  

It is my hope and prayer that our school community trusts us in our decision to celebrate our seniors in a fashion 

that is fitting to their accomplishments.  Below is the date and time for each ceremony:   

 

St. Martin High School – 7 p.m. Friday, June 5 

Vancleave High School – 11 a.m. Saturday, June 6 

East Central High School – 7 p.m. Saturday, June 6 

 

(Admission tickets have been distributed, 4 per graduate, by the building principal) 

 

Every morning, I pray for the safety of Jackson County School District students and for students everywhere, 

especially during this time of celebration.  I ask that parents, family, and friends remind our students that 

although graduation is truly a moment of rejoicing, tragedy can indeed happen. While these young people are at 

an age where they feel invincible, they are, in fact, not invincible.  Please remind our students that one tragedy 

can negate all the celebrations of the season.   

 

Senior Class of 2020, please know that we love and care for you. We are proud of your many 

accomplishments, your drive to succeed, and your desire to enjoy the moment that you have worked so hard to 

achieve. As you make plans to enjoy your graduation, please give thought in considering your celebration 

choices.  We know you will make the right decisions, but we also understand that you may be presented with 

choices that could jeopardize your safety and your future in a great way. Be safe and help us all create a fond 

memory of your graduation.  Don’t take this message as a damper on your celebration but simply as something 

to consider. You all have incredibly bright futures ahead of you. 

 

Congratulations Class of 2020 students, family, and friends! 

John 

 

 


